City of Burley
City Council-Administrative Committee
May 6, 2022, 12 pm

Council Chambers Conference Room
Attendance
Janet Hansen
John Craner
Doug Manning
Casey Andersen
Jon Anderson
Carol Anderson
Mark Mitton

1. Request for SLFRF Funds for Mental Health
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BURLEY — A non-profit orga-
nization, Simply Hope, designed
to offer support to families strug-
gling with divorce, codependency,
addiction and suicide asked the
Cassia County Commissioners
on Monday for a portion of the
federal American Rescue Plan
Funding it received.

Cassia County Clerk Joe Larsen
said the county received $2.3 mil-
lion last month in ARPF money
and will receive a similar second
payment next year.

In December, Simply Hope
asked the commissioners for
$500,000 to hire staff for the
center and a youth-based pro-

gram implemented last year called
Teen Hope.

Along with support groups, the
outreach also connect people with
professional resources within the
community. :

The ARPA funds can be used for
water, sewer and broadband in-
frastructure and other uses along
with support for public health ex-
penditures.

Simply Hope Project Director
Sheri Allred said the organiza-
tion would use the money to staff
the Simply Hope center and Teen
Hope, which currently operates
solely through volunteers. They
would also hire a grant writer.

In the last four weeks, there

were 43 volunteers who worked

282 hours, she said.

“] support Simply Hope finan-
cially and otherwise” community
member Mike Ramsey said.

Ramsey said many of the drug
problems in the community stem
from issues with mental health.

“The reason we need more po-
lice officers and a jail comes from
mental health issues," he said.

Ramsey said there is not a lot
of free mental health care in the
community and by supporting
Simply Hope and Teen Hope the
county can ultimately save money.

Cassia County Commissioner
Board Chairman Leonard Beck
asked if the organization had also
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Funding
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asked for money from Burley,
Rupert and Minidcka County.
_ Allred said manypeople have
issues finding transportation
from Rupert and Minidoka
County, so they can't fully ex-
tend services to them.

The group is working on

" writing a transportation grant

to address that issus,

Allred said they intend to
visit with the Burley City
Council in the next few weeks,

Beck also asked if any of the
volunteers had professional
credentials,

Simply Hope Administrative
Director Nancy Winmill said
they were asking for funding
to help pay for professionals.

Allred said the center works
with licensed professionals in

! tl-_le_ community and refers in-
dividuals requiring more than |

support to them.

Cassia County Commis-
sioner Bob Kunau said the
ARPA funding is “finire money;”

- and asked how they would pay

for the staff in the future.

_Allred said during an inter-
view with the Times-News
that the organization would
hire a grant writer and they
would also continue to fund-
raise, to cover the costs of staff
in the future.

The commissioners did not
make any decisions.

The committee talked about the news article
and a history was given of Mental Health
funding with the federal government.

It was explained that if they put out an RFP for
Mental Health funding that there would be
several companies that would apply for the
money. It was explained that Simply Hope

does not have any credentials and it would be
hard to give the money to them if someone
else that had the money came forward asking

for the money.

It was also explained that the ARPA money had
many possibilities of ways that money could be
spent. It was felt that using the money for
broadband would help more citizens in the city
by using the money to help with broadband.

jit was stated that there is a great need for
money for mental health, but the city does not
\feel equipped to give the money for that cause
' land feels that it would be best to help the

' lcitizens of Burley best by using the money for

®proadband.

2. SLFRF Funds for Broadband and review of Broadband RFP

It was explained that the City would like to put out an RFP for
broadband and that the city would own the network but that the city
would hire a third party to design, build and operate the broadband but

the city would own the broadband.

It was explained that the fiber would be put in first to have fiber to all of
the city buildings and that the city could offer fiber to customers along
the way from those connections. Picking up these customers would
help to generate the money to help in the operations of the broadband.



The committee talked about other companies coming in with broadband
and how having competition is good for the citizens.

It was discussed that the companies that are coming in could apply for
the RFP and become partners with the city in the broadband. It was
explained that this would become a utility that the city could offer to the
citizens and a comparison was made from broadband to sanitation.

It was explained that the city could hire a contractor to do sanitation,
however the city feels that they can do it cheaper and better than any
contract and that broadband would be very similar.

. Five Acre parcel near wastewater plant

It was explained that a company Southern Fabrication has bought some
land and wants to build a freeze-dried vegetable plant and a high-tech
technology park. The company is hoping to buy five acres from the city
to complete the project. It was recommended that the city sell the land
to the company as the recognition form the technology park will be
significant nationally and internationally.

It was explained that the land would be conveyed to the BDA and then
the BDA would sell the land to the company and then the BDA would
convey the money back to the city.



Meeting adjourns 12:47 PM.





